GPUTC's Approach to
SEND

SEND information

Greater Peterborough University Technical College (GPUTC) is part of Meridian Trust. The Meridian Trust
vision is that all staff will work collaboratively to create vibrant, successful centres of learning for those with
SEND (Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities) in the heart of our local community. Using their best
endeavours, educational outcomes will be generated, through exciting, inclusive, forward thinking or
different methods, to enable aspirational opportunities for all students.

GPUTC is an inclusive mainstream setting that aims to meet the needs of all our learners. We promote and
support access to education for SEND learners in line with national guidance which states, "All children and
young people are entitled to an education that enables them to make progress so that they achieve their
best; become confident individuals living fulfilling lives; and make a successful transition into adulthood,
whether into employment, further or higher education or training.”

GPUTC's SEND provision is called Da Vinci (est. 2025).

What is SEND?

At different times in their school career, a child or young person may have a special educational need. The
May 2015 Code of Practice defines Special Educational Need and Disability (SEND) as:

A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special
educational provision to be made for them. A child or young person of compulsory school age has a
learning difficulty or disability if they:

(a) have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age; or

(b) have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of facilities of a
kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post16
institutions.



If a child or young person is identified as having SEND, Greater Peterborough UTC will make
provision which is “additional to” or “different from” that provided for non-SEND students (the
normal differentiated curriculum through Quality First Teaching), which is intended to overcome
any barriers to their learning.

It is important to note that not every student making slower progress has SEND. Some
students may make slower progress for a reason unrelated to SEND, such as a gap in their
learning. Additionally, children and young people must not be regarded as having a learning
difficulty solely because the language or form of language of their home is different from the
language in which they will be taught. However, some students for whom English is an
additional language may also be identified as SEND if their needs meet the criteria above

What is disability?
The Equality Act, 2010, gives the following definition of disability:

“A person has a disability for the purposes of this ACT if they have a physical or mental
impairment which has a substantial and adverse long-term effect on their ability to carry out
normal day-to-day activities.”

This definition of disability includes children and young people with long-term health
conditions such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy and cancer. Children and young people with such
conditions do not necessarily have SEND, but there is a significant overlap between disability
and SEN. A child or young person may therefore be covered by both SEN and disability
legislation.Our facilities for helping disabled students to access the academy are described fully
in the academy's Accessibility Plan.

Accessibility

There are designated disabled car parking bays available on the GPUTC site, and there is a lift
available from the ground floor to the top floor. There are disabled accessible toilets on each
floor of the building. In line with the Equality Act (2010), the Governors and Principal of the
GPUTC have in place up-to-date Accessibility Plans. These ensure that all staff and students have
full and easy access to all areas, both inside and outside the building, with appropriate furniture
and equipment available where needed. Most learning spaces at GPUTC are fully accessible.
Where these are not accessible for specific learners, specialist advice is sought (for example,
acoustic advice for a hearing impaired learner) and appropriate steps taken to include them as
fully as possible in the learning. Equipment provided, if needed, include the use of laptops or
writing slopes during lessons, either purchased by parents or provided by GPUTC.



What types of SEND does the school provide for?

There are four broad areas of need, although the Trust and Greater Peterborough UTC
recognise that a student’s needs may fall into one or more categories. GPUTC provides provision
for all areas of need in line with the appropriate provision students require.

We support children with a wide range of needs, including:

e Communication and interaction (e.g. speech and language difficulties, Autism)

Cognition and learning (e.g. dyslexia, global developmental delay)

Social, emotional and mental health difficulties(e.g. anxiety, ADHD)

Sensory and/or physical needs (e.g. hearing impairment, visual impairment)
Communication and Interaction (C&I):

Children and Young people with speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) have
difficulty communicating with others. This may be because they have difficulty saying what
they want to (expressive), understanding what is being said to them (receptive/cognition). They
may not understand or use social rules of communication. Students who have Autism can have
more prevalent difficulties with social interaction due to deficits in their understanding and
connections between language, communication and imagination, which then impacts on how
they relate to others.

Cognition and Learning (C&L):

A broad ranging group of learning difficulties including Dyslexia and Dyspraxia as Specific
Learning Difficulties (SPLD), Moderate Learning Difficulties (MLD), Severe Learning Difficulties
(SLD) where children and young people will need support in the curriculum and may have
associated mobility and communication difficulties, to those with Profound and Multiple
Learning Difficulties (PMLD) where children and young people have severe and complex
learning difficulties with physical disability and/or sensory impairment.

Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH):

Children and Young people diagnosed with Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) or Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) or Attachment Disorder may need additional support in the



curriculum. Those with Mental Health Difficulties such as anxiety, depression, self-harming,
substance abuse, eating disorders or physical symptoms that are medically unexplained may
also need additional or different support to access education.

Sensory and or Physical Needs (SI/PD): Children and Young people with Hearing (HI) or Visual
(V1) Impairment, or Multi-Sensory Impairment (MSI) may need additional specialist support or
equipment to access the curriculum, or rehabilitation support. Some with physical disability
(PD) may need additional and ongoing support to enable them to access opportunities available
to their peers. SEND provision may be required as they have a disability that prevents or hinders
them from making full use of educational facilities generally provided.

What is the school's approach to supporting and teaching pupils with
SEND?

We value high-quality teaching (“Quality First Teaching”) for all students and monitor the quality
of learning and teaching in the academy. We use a range of methods to do this including

regular lesson observation, work scrutiny by Curriculum Leaders and Senior Leaders, learning
walks (when senior staff and/or SENDCo follow a student or group of students to see at first
hand their learning experiences) and regular professional development training for all staff.

Our main aim is for students to acquire a personalised toolkit of strategies which enable them
to build their independence at secondary school, into Post-16 education and adulthood. By
setting high expectations and providing the right support, we create an inclusive, aspirational
culture where all learners are equipped to thrive and succeed in STEM and beyond.

Most students can be supported through High Quality Teaching and adapted learning through
using strategies and resources as detailed in the school's Ordinarily Available Provision
document. Within the UTC there are a variety of staff roles to help us fully support your child.
Where it is felt it is the right thing to do, a student may be offered additional help and support,
in which case you would be informed. There are a range of interventions and additional subject
support which are available and, should your child need this, it would be discussed with you

Some pupils may need additional support through interventions and/or specific resources:

e Keyworking sessions and personalised support

Shared in-class TA support

Exam Access Arrangements

Break and Lunchtime Social Club



e Small group literacy interventions such as 'Code Read'
e Small group maths interventions

e Emotional Literacy Support (ELSA)

* Nessy programme

e Social stories

How are children/young people identified as having SEND and how are
they assessed?

We acknowledge that students’ needs should be identified and met as early as possible. The
SENDCo in conjunction with class teachers, curriculum leaders and the pastoral team, closely
monitor the progress and attainment of all students, including those who have or may have
SEND. A student may have additional needs if:

e Progress is significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same baseline
e Progress fails to match or better the student’s previous rate of progress
e Progress fails to close the attainment gap between the student and their peers
e The attainment gap widens
However, identification may also be as a result of:
e Teacher concern - Following up parental/carer concerns
e Tracking individual student progress over time
e Liaison with partner primary schools on transfer
e Information from previous academies/schools
e Information from other services

Sometimes, a child may need extra support to make progress in areas other than academic to
help them successfully move on to adult life. This might mean they need more help with things
like communication, independence, or managing relationships, in addition to their learning.

Slow progress and low attainment will not automatically mean a pupil is recorded as having
SEND; their needs may be best met as part of Ordinarily Available Provision.



If further assessment is required, we use a variety of assessment tools appropriate to the area
of need. This helps us to ensure the appropriate intervention and provision to support the
student. If it is thought a student or family needs a more in-depth assessment, we have good
working relationships with outside agencies and a referral can be made. The statutory guidance
for identification, assessment and provision of SEND is documented within the Code of Practice
and is based on a model known as the ‘Graduated Approach’. Using the Graduated Approach,
students will be identified on the schools SEND systems at the appropriate level, which is
accessible to all staff.

What are the arrangements for assessing and reviewing student progress
towards outcomes?

All students, including those with SEND, are assessed on a regular basis, in accordance with the
school’s assessment policy. Teachers formally assess and review progress and attainment,
which is communicated to parents/carers by a report that is sent home. Additionally,
parent/carer evenings are held once a year when there is an opportunity to discuss progress,
attainment and next steps. SEND students who are identified at Wave 3 or 4 of the graduated
approach will have termly APDR’s, these are reviewed each term with new targets being set
where appropriate. All students with an Education, Health & Care Plan have an Annual Review,
where a discussion is held around the progress meeting the outcomes stated in the plan.
Amendments to the plan can be made which are then agreed by the Local Authority who will
issue an updated plan. Alongside, regular opportunities are provided for pupils to share their
views on the support they receive.Pupil voice informs planning, provision adjustments, and
review processes.



GPUTC — One Page Profile and Assess Plan Do Review (Wave 3/Wave4)

How do we know if the support we offer and provide is effective?

We continuously ensure the provision we provide has a positive impact on the outcomes for all
of our students. The progress of students with SEND is monitored by both the class teacher and
the SENDCo using summative assessments and day to day informal assessments that can be
made during lessons. The information regarding progress is then used to evaluate the
effectiveness of the support given. We also gather information from students, parents/ carers
as well as professionals from other agencies. The impact of interventions can be measured
through SMART target setting at the start and by reviewing progress at the end. This can be in
the form of data, for example reading age or standardised scores or, in the case of social
interventions, progress can be evaluated by whether or not the student has met the targets set
out at the start of the programme. Other methods of our evaluation include:

> Provision Mapping

> SENDCo/SLT/Academy Counsellor monitoring
> Performance Management Targets

> Teaching and Learning Audits

> Intervention Impact Reports

It is of the upmost importance to us that the provision we provide is effective and therefore we
regularly review its impact. The SENDCo reports the impact, evaluation and effectiveness of



provision to the Senior Leadership Team on a termly basis. Meridian Trust conducts regular
guality assurance visits and audits.These include scrutiny of SEND documentation, pupil
outcomes, and compliance with statutory duties.Feedback from the Trust informs school
improvement planning.

What are the arrangements for consulting parents/carers of students
with SEND and involving them in their child’s education?

We take our responsibility to work with parents/carers very seriously. We strive at all times to
provide the information needed for parents/carers to make informed decisions about their
child’s education.

> We will work to ensure that everyone is clear on what the agreed outcomes are for the child
and what the next steps are to achieve these.

> We will work to develop a strong understanding of the student’s areas of strength and where
additional support is needed.

> We will take into account parental concerns and work towards solutions.
> We will notify parents/carers when it is decided that a student will receive SEND support.

> We will draw attention to available support outside school (e.g. SEND Information Advice
Support Service -SENDIASS).

> Where necessary, students and parents/carers will be involved in creating a PEEP (Personal
Emergency Evacuation Plans) and contribute to the academy’s Accessibility Plan.

Parents/carers can support the school by encouraging the student to fully engage with their
learning and any interventions offered by:



- Helping them to be organised for their day (including bringing the right equipment and books)
- Full attendance and good punctuality

- Completion of homework

- Attending parent/carer meetings

- Attending any meetings specifically arranged for your child

What are the school's transition arrangements?

On entry to the school, we work closely with the feeder primary schools. As we are a STEM
school, this can mean that our students come from a wide variety of primary schools.

When enrolling at the Greater Peterborough UTC, we aim to make the transition to our school
welcoming and stress-free. We understand that this can be an exciting and nervous time for
students when starting a new school, especially for students with SEND. We promote a safe and
nurturing environment to support all learners in this time of adjustment. There are key people
such as Crew Leaders, Head of Crew, and the student support team available.Applicants who
have an EHCP may meet the SENCo early in the application process so their needs can be
established, and strategies discussed. This allows the Learning Support Team to begin preparing
for their arrival and helps to ensure a smooth transition.All learners are invited to take part in
induction days and taster sessions, where they can meet others in their year group and get to
know staff. SEND learners can additionally request additional visits during or outside of school
hours. In some cases, there may be involvement from other professionals including meetings
about a student. We will endeavour to attend these where possible.

There is also practical support that learners will have access to, such as school maps, visits and
discussions beforehand, a buddy system for new and mid-year starters and welcome starter
packs full of key information such as the school times of day, transport information and
behaviour expectations which are posted to parents and students when enrolment is
confirmed. During their time at GPUTC, all learners, including those with SEND, receive high
quality careers information, advice and guidance. For learners with an EHCP, Learning Support
staff are often involved in this process, in addition to the careers advisor. Additional support is
offered with preparing learners for the workplace and for interviews, and learners are
supported to visit work experience placements and assessment days as required. Where
needed, the learner’s SEND information is shared in advance with their next establishment with
the permission of the learner and their parents/ guardians. Learners with an EHCP have a final
review which considers their next place of learning or employment and sets out the learner’s
and their parents’/ guardians’ wishes for their next phase of development.Greater



Peterborough UTC aims to raise aspirations and support students with SEND to achieve the best
possible outcomes in education, employment, independent living, and participation in society.
GPUTC strongly believes that every learner should aim for a next destination that is right for
them. We will support our learners with SEND in making decisions about their next steps and
help them with the transition by signposting and providing personalised advice and guidance in

a timely manner.

How are staff trained in relation to working with pupils with additional
needs?

Our SENCo is holds the National Award for SENDCo-ordination, and is also part of the Meridian
Trust's core SEND Team. Meridian Trust organise regular SEND network meetings and our
SENDCo then disseminates the information to the wider staff group as necessary.

Annual training covering various aspects of SEND is offered to all staff as part of the Trust
and Academy’s training programme. Staff have received and continue to receive training across
all areas of need identified in the SEND Code of Practice. Over the last year, staff have received

training on:
e Autism (Autism Education Trust- this has been a whole trust focus)
e Literacy
e Therapeutic Thinking

e Emotional Literacy Support Assistant

How are pupils included in additional activities?

All trips off-site are arranged to meet the needs of all pupils. This may mean at times, they need
additional support and that an individual risk assessment is needed. The school offers a range of
after school clubs which are open to all pupils. The school monitors the attendance of pupils
with SEN at clubs and for off-site trips.

How are Social, Emotional & Mental Health needs supported?

All learners are assigned a House and a Tutor Group. Tutor Groups meet every morning for
registration, and the House provides a consistent pastoral presence throughout the academic
year. The pastoral support is further provided by a House Team for the key stage and the
Student Welfare Manager, overseen by the Vice Principal. The SEND Team which includes the



SENDCo and Learning Support Assistants provide academic support, and provide key working
and intervention support for specific students. All learners receive at least an hour every two
weeks of PSHE during which they follow a programme of study set out by the PSHE Association,
following the relevant government guidelines. Additional opportunities to improve emotional,
mental and social development are found during community meetings and crew activities.
GPUTC has excellent links with local services such as Centre 33, CROPS and CAMHS who provide
more specialist support where required. There is also a designated School Nurse who is
available to students on an appointment basis, and an iCASH nurse who specialises in integrated
contraception and sexual health and provides a service on all aspects of sexual and reproductive
health.

How does the college involve other bodies, including health and social
care, local authority support services and voluntary sector organisations
in meeting a student’s SEND and supporting their families?

Working collaboratively with external professionals is important as we recognise that forming a
team around a child/family offers the best outcomes for all. Each agency has their own referral
system and process and the school cannot guarantee a pupil will be 'seen’ by that agency. The
school will work with parents and carers to ensure their consent and engagement is sought. The
school actively works with a number of agencies:

e Speech and Language Therapy Service
e Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)

e Specialist Teaching Services (including the Autism / Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD), Advisory Teaching Service (AATS), and the Sensory and Physical
Support Service (for Hearing and/or Vision impairment and Physical Disabilities)

e The Educational Psychology Service (EPS)

e The Local Area SENI Support Service

* The Statutory Assessment and Monitoring Service (SAMS)
e Children's Social Care

e Occupational Therapy Services

e Community Paediatrics

e Early Help professionals such as district family workers



For children who are in care, the school will work with the named social worker in ensuring the
child's educational provision is of a high quality. The school takes an active role in reviewing a
child's Personal Education Plan. The named Designated Teacher for children in care is: Karen
Hancock.

Welcome to Peterborough Virtual School?

The Local offer :

GPUTC works with several local authorities. Their Local Offers can be found at the links below:
Peterborough City Council:

SEND Information Hub (Local Offer) | Peterborough City Council?

Cambridgeshire County Council:

Cambridgeshire Local Offer - support and services for 0-25s with SEND3

Lincolnshire County Council:

SEND Local Offer — Lincolnshire County Council*

Northampton County Council:

Local Offer, SEND and EHC plans | North Northamptonshire Council®

Key responsibilities
Class teachers are responsible for:

> The progress of the child in their lessons, including students with SEND in the classroom, and
for providing an appropriately differentiated curriculum. They can draw on the SENDCo for
advice on assessment and strategies to support inclusion.

> Planning and delivering individualised programmes for SEND students.

> Where relevant, making appropriate use of the Teaching Assistant. The Teaching Assistant is
there to assist; responsibility for the class is in the hands of the teacher.

lhttps://learntogether.peterborough.gov.uk/peterborough-virtual-school
Zhttps://www.peterborough.gov.uk/children-and-families/send-local-offer
3https://www.pinpoint-cambs.org.uk/information-hub/send-in-cambridgeshire/cambridgeshire-local-offer/
“https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/send-local-offer
Shttps://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/schools-and-education/local-offer-send-and-ehc-plans



https://learntogether.peterborough.gov.uk/peterborough-virtual-school
https://www.peterborough.gov.uk/children-and-families/send-local-offer
https://www.pinpoint-cambs.org.uk/information-hub/send-in-cambridgeshire/cambridgeshire-local-offer/
https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/send-local-offer
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/schools-and-education/local-offer-send-and-ehc-plans

> Being familiar with the needs of students in their class who have SEND, and to be familiar
with all information as set out in the Pupil Passport.

> Contributing to the student’s Pupil Passport (as required).

> Making themselves aware of policy and procedures for the assess/plan/do/ review and
graduated response - Giving feedback to parents/carers of students with SEND.

Subject / Curriculum Leaders / Middle Leaders are responsible for:

> Ensuring that the requirements of SEND students are met in the Schemes of Work and that
any examination course followed takes into account the needs of the students.

> Ensuring that progress is made for all SEND students in their subject area.

Senior Tutors / Senior Leaders are responsible for:

> Ensuring that subject leaders are meeting the requirements of SEND students in their lessons.

The Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator:

> Ensuring that the Houses, SEND support team and teaching staff are meeting the
requirements of SEND students.

>Resolving any complaints, where the form tutor/ Senior Tutor has been unable to do so -
keeping the Senior Leadership Team informed about SEND issues.

> Qverseeing the day-day operation of SEND policy and procedure.
> Ensuring that an agreed, consistent approach is adopted.

> Co-ordinating provision for children with SEND.

> Liaising with and advising other staff.

> Supporting class teachers and academy teams in devising strategies, drawing up Pupil
Passports, setting outcomes appropriate to the student’s needs and advising on appropriate
resources and materials for use with students with SEND and on the effective use of materials
and personnel within the classroom.



> Maintaining the academy’s SEND register and records together with monitoring and
evaluating the academy’s provision of support and progress of children with SEND in ensuring a
graduated approach.

> Liaising with parents/carers of children with SEND needs (in conjunction with academy teams,
class teachers and TA's).

> Contributing to the in-service training of staff.
> Key point of contact with external agencies especially the Local Authority.

> Liaising with SENDCos in other schools to help provide a smooth transition from one school
to the other.

> Keeping aware of the latest legislation, guidance and best practise regarding SEND.
> Helping to produce Pupil Passports and monitoring their completion.
> Tracking student’s progress.

> Ensure that students approaching the end of Key Stage 3, if needed, will be assessed and if
necessary apply for exam Access Arrangements according to the Joint Council for Qualifications
exam regulations.

The Principal is responsible for:

> The management of all aspects of the college’s work, including provision for all students with
SEND.

> Keeping the School Counsellors informed about SEND issues inc: progress of SEND students.
> Working closely with the SEND Team within the academy.

> Ensuring the implementation of policy and procedures to do with SEND.

The Academy Council will ensure that:

> SEND provision is an integral part of the academy improvement / development plan the
necessary provision is made for any students with SEND.

> All staff are aware of the need to identify and provide for students with SEND.



> Students with SEND join in academy activities alongside other students, as far as is
reasonably practical and compatible with their needs and the efficient education of other
students.

> |t reports to parents/carers on the implementation of the academy’s SEND policy.
> |t has regard to the requirements of the SEND Code of Practice (2015).

> Parents/carers are notified if the academy decides to make special educational provision for
their child.

> |t is fully informed about SEND issues, so that it can play a major part in academy self-reviews.

> |t sets up appropriate staffing and funding arrangements and oversees the academy’s work
for students with SEND.

> The quality of SEND provision is monitored.

> They approve the SEND Information Report on an annual basis.

What are the arrangements for handling complaints from parents/carers
of students with SEND about the provision made at GPUTC?

We hope that by maintaining a regular dialogue between parents/carers and the college you
will not have cause to make a complaint. However, if you do, the process is outlined below:

1. Contact the SENDCo - Jazmin Hudak-Pemberton via sen@gputc.org. A meeting will be set to
discuss and work towards a resolution of your complaint.

2. Should the complaint not be resolved satisfactorily at the meeting please refer to Meridian
Policies on the academy’s website.

References:

Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years (published by the
Department for Education, January 2015 and available for download at SEND code of practice: 0
to 25 years - GOV.UK®

12. Contact Details

SENDCo: Jazmin Hudak-Pemberton

Shttps://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
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email: sen@gputc.org

SEND governor: Clare Watchorn
email: cwatchorn@gov.gputc.org
Headteacher: Lee Mawby

email:head@gputc.org

Phone number: 01733 715950

Email address: sen@gputc.org’

Review & Publication

This report was last reviewed in February 2026 and will be updated annually. We welcome
feedback from parents and carers.

"mailto:sen@gputc.org
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